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Guidelines 
Hatch & Scratch is an annual opportunity for artists and creatives to explore the most 
embryonic of ideas around a theme. Hatch & Scratch encourages risk taking, 
experimentation, and innovation that aims to enrich your creative practice. This is a 
moment to give the most nebulous idea space to breathe to see what the potential is; 
whether there’s something worth further investigation.  
 
Each year, the MAC will offer up to six places in the Hatch & Scratch programme to 
individual artists, creatives or companies working in live performance. Applicants can be of 
any performance discipline and at any stage in their career and able to commit to present at 
the Hatch & Scratch Night. Hatch & Scratch is a flexible programme which takes place across 
a six-month period, from April – September 2020. 
 
Hatch & Scratch offers: 

- Financial support of £800* towards a week’s development and presentation at the 
Hatch & Scratch Night. 

- Artistic development mentoring from key MAC staff including support and advice in 

Marketing, Finance and Technical. 

- Office and rehearsal space, as required. 
- Monthly planning meetings with the Creative Programmes Manager. 
- Free and discounted tickets to performances within the MAC. 

- Invitations to networking events with national and international arts organisations. 

*For those applying as a group, collective or company, financial support will be re-

negotiated depending on the number of participants. 

 
This year we are asking artists to consider and respond to mental health and wellbeing. 
Northern Ireland is struggling through a mental health epidemic and we can see artists 
bringing the themes of mental health and wellbeing into their work, more and more. It may 
be that your idea only tangentially or abstractly responds to the theme or it is explicit within 
the work – either is absolutely valid and we are open to all approaches, trusting you, the 
artists first and foremost. 
 
The Hatch & Scratch Night will take place in the Upstairs Theatre here at the MAC where we 
will invite guests from across the sector, offering opportunity for feedback and discussion, 
as well as a professional photographer/videographer to capture the evening. 
 
Hatch & Scratch is looking for: 
Hatch & Scratch is open to local and Northern Ireland based artists who work in live 
performance; in particular the MAC welcomes applications from those artists who are 
willing to take risks, be brave and to learn from others around them. Artists should set out in 
their application how the scheme would benefit their practice. Tell us why the scheme is 
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right for you, why it would help at this particular time, and why the MAC is the right place 
for you to work. 
 
How to apply to Hatch & Scratch:  
Download the application form and complete along with an equalities monitoring form 
returning both by email to artistdevelopment@themaclive.com by 9am on Monday 23 
March 2020. Applicants will be notified by 25 March 2020. 
 
Access support is available for Hatch & Scratch applicants, including alternative application 
formats and support that works for you. If you’d like to discuss with a member of the team, 
please email artistdevelopment@themaclive.com or call 028 9089 2967. 
 
Participating artists will have their access requirements met out with the budgeted fee, 
including childcare support. 
 
Terms and Conditions 
 
Duration: 
Hatch & Scratch will run from April 2020 until September 2020. Engagement will not be 
consistent over six months, rather it allows time to build a flexible working plans that fits 
around existing commitments. The six month period includes time for review and an exit 
meeting. 
 
Resources: 
The MAC has secured financial support which will result in each Hatch & Scratch artist being 
given a bursary for the period. This bursary covers one week’s development, though this 
could be six days across a number of weeks or months, as well as covering the cost or 
presenting at the Hatch & Scratch Night. Additional costs for the Hatch & Scratch Night, such 
as technical, will be covered out with the artists fee. 
 
Part of the vision for Hatch & Scratch is that participating artists will have access to MAC 
staff and performance/rehearsal rooms.  Access is entirely at the discretion of the MAC and 
will be agreed with between participants and the MAC representative in advance. The MAC 
will endeavour to meet participant’s needs with regard to access to space however the core 
needs of the MAC must always take precedence.   
 
For the duration of the scheme, the MAC will make a shared office available to participants. 
This is located on the third floor and participants should agree access arrangements with the 
appropriate MAC representative. The MAC will provide tables and chairs, but participants 
are responsible for the provision of their own equipment unless otherwise agreed. The MAC 
accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to personal items left in this or other areas. 
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Should this office be required for the business needs of the MAC, there shall be no 
obligation to provide it to participants. 


