Spring/Summer
January – June 2018

For Inspiration. For Entertainment. For You.

“a key institution... which
ensures that great art is within
the reach of everyone”
The MAC is one of the Arts Council’s core organisations making a
significant and important contribution to the arts in Belfast and beyond. It
is a key institution in the network of venues, arts centres and organisations
which ensures that great art is within the reach of everyone across
Northern Ireland. The MAC’s learning and participation programme
creates opportunities for people from all backgrounds and circumstances
to engage in a wide range of arts activities, and the quality and innovation
of the exhibitions and performances is recognised nationally and
internationally. There is a strong focus on nurturing new and emerging
creative talent from Northern Ireland and supporting the very best of
local independent theatre and dance companies; so, in addition to
world-renowned artists such as Gilbert & George and Hofesh Shechter,
audiences can look forward in the current programme to outstanding
performances by, for instance, Tinderbox, Prime Cut and Brassneck
theatre companies. The Arts Council as Principal Funder, through our
public and National Lottery funds, is proud to support the MAC in all of its
award-winning achievements.
Roisin McDonough,
Chief Executive,
The Arts Council of Northern Ireland

Book early to save up to 50%

Just like airlines, our
prices start low and rise
gradually the closer we
get to a performance.
Unlike airlines, we can
guarantee that our tickets
will never be cheaper than
they are today.

Booking is easy
Online at themaclive.com
By phone on 028 9023 5053*
In person at our Box Office 10am–7pm.
* A £1 transaction fee applies to all
phone bookings

ART

Gilbert & George:
S C A P E G O AT I N G
PICTURES
for Belfast
26 Jan – 22 April
Across all Galleries

This major exhibition across all three of our
galleries marks the 50th anniversary of
Gilbert & George’s collaborative practice,
and nearly 20 years since their last solo
show in Ireland.
SCAPEGOATING PICTURES for Belfast
presents a stark portrait of the world we
live in and a comment on the volatile, tense
and mysterious reality of our increasingly
technological, multi-faith and multicultural world. Saturated in black, white and
deep red, the works in the exhibition explore
themes that have dominated Gilbert &
George’s practice for decades: religion,
identity, being an outsider, youth culture
and the urban environment.

1

As always, Gilbert & George’s works
challenge our deep-seated preconceptions
by acting as a mirror to society; provoking
us to examine the world we live in – and our
complicity in its chaos - in greater detail.

1. Mile End, 2013
Mixed media, 254 x 377cm
2. Ridley Road, 2013
Mixed media, 254 x 377cm

This is a free exhibition. Book your tickets
online at themaclive.com

3. Smile, 2013
Mixed media, 151 x 127 cm
© Gilbert & George
Courtesy Galerie Thaddaeus
Ropac, London · Paris · Salzburg
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T H E AT R E

LOOKING
D E A D LY
26 – 27 Jan, 8pm
£18–£12.50
A wedding is the craic, birthdays
are grand, but you can’t beat
a good Irish funeral. Having
sold out last time at the MAC,
Foystown’s rival funeral
directors are back doing battle
for the honour of burying local
legend, Big Tom McCarthy.

‘Fier
cely
serio
brui
us a
sing
nd
ly hi
lario
New
us’
York
Tim
es

Directed by Amy Conroy
Written by the company for Fishamble/Dublin
Fringe Show in a Bag

SPECIAL EVENT

D AT E S H O W
31 Jan – 4 Feb, Various Times
£15
Fancy watching a typically
clichéd, romantic, happily ever
after love show this February?
We thought not. Ditch your
Valentine’s date for the night
and join us in this immersive
performance, stumbling upon
different dates along the way.
Created by Anna Leckey

T H E AT R E

THE LOVEHUNGRY
FA R M E R
1–3 Feb, 7.45pm
£25 – £12.50

Written by John B. Keane
Presented by Patrick Talbot Productions
Starring Des Keogh

The Love-Hungry Farmer by John
B. Keane (Sive, The Field) tells
the story of John Bosco McLane, a
bachelor of ‘indeterminate’ age and
according to his own assessment,
‘past his best’. His amorous
adventures range from the hilarious
to the pitiful.
A hugely popular show which has
enjoyed two sell-out seasons at the
Gaiety Theatre.

E DG E F E S T
T H R E E W E E K S O F T H E AT R E F R O M T W O
O F N I ’ S T O P T H E AT R E C O M PA N I E S

EDGEFEST:
Prime Cut
Double Bill

Catch a performance of Every Day I Wake Up
Hopeful and East Belfast Boy in our special
EdgeFest Double Bill. Double bill performances
are limited and booking early is advised.
Check out themaclive.com for more information
on dates and times.

THE MAN
WHO FELL TO
PIECES

E V E R Y D AY
I WA K E U P
HOPEFUL

EAST
B E L FA S T
B OY

6-11 February, 8pm & 2.30pm
£18–£12.50

15 February–3 March
(various dates), 8pm & 2.30pm
£18–£12.50

16 February-3 March,
(various dates), 8pm & 2.30pm
£18–£12.50

John is falling to pieces. Literally.
Using tape, cling film and other DIY
products, he attempts to hold himself
together with hilarious consequences.
A powerful story that celebrates what it
means to be human.

Malachy has made a decision,
perhaps for the first time in his life.
Tonight is the night.

Pumping techno, pulverising
movement and street sharp poetry,
East Belfast Boy is a cliché-free zone.

He has six bottles of wine; a bucket
of chicken and he wants to talk about
it. He really wants to talk about it.

Meet Davy. The things he sees. His
streets. His mates. His girl and…The
Boys.

This new play by John Patrick
Higgins is poignant, confessional
and devastatingly witty.

‘It is what it is.
It’s hard to say what it is
It’s just you know
What it is.’

The Man Who Fell to Pieces is the
signature performance from Tinderbox
Theatre Company. Beautifully poignant
and a theatrically explosive feast for
mind and body.

Every Day I Wake Up Hopeful and East Belfast Boy are
brought to you by Prime Cut Productions, the award-winning
team who created Red [Lyric, Prime Cut co-production] and
the internationally acclaimed Scorch by Stacey Gregg.

T H E AT R E

MARK THOMAS:
SHOWTIME
FROM THE
FRONT LINE
6 March, 7.45pm
£25–£12.50

Name the comedian who might say, ‘I
wonder if I can set up a comedy club…
in a refugee camp... in Palestine?’ Of
course, it’s Mark Thomas. And that is
exactly what he tried to do.
Dodging cultural and literal bullets,
Israeli incursions and religion, Mark
and his team set out to run a comedy
club for two nights in the Palestinian
city of Jenin…Only to find it’s not
so simple to celebrate freedom
of speech in a place with so little
freedom. A story about being yourself
in a place that won’t let you.

Presented by Lakin McCarthy in association
with Theatre Royal Stratford East

DANCE

COAL
21–22 March, 7.45pm
£25–£12.50

“An absorbing, immediate
slice of history rendered with
emotional truth.”
The Times
Presented by Gary Clarke Company

Created to mark the 30th
anniversary of the end of the
1984/85 British Miners’ strike,
award-winning choreographer
Gary Clarke proudly presents
COAL, a powerful and emotional
dance theatre show about life at
the coal face. It brings together
Clarke’s striking physical language
performed by 7 professional
dancers, a local cast of women and
a live brass band, in a story about
community, solidarity and survival.

Winner of UK Theatre Award
Achievement in Dance & Critics’
Circle National Dance Award Best
Independent Company.

CO M E DY

K AT H Y L E T T E :
GIRLS’ NIGHT
OUT
25 March, 7.45pm
£25–£12.50

Presenting the new show by funny,
feminist author Kathy Lette. It’s a
psychological striptease taking us
from puberty blues to menopause
blues, with tales of love, lust,
marriage, pregnancy, childbirth,
sexist bosses, teenage-daughterwrangling, toy boys, making the
Queen laugh, hiding Julian Assange
in her attic, tongue-kissing Prince
William and close encounters of the
George Clooney Kind.
So, grab your girlfriends and come
along. Wit, warmth and full-frontal
frankness is guaranteed. Men; attend
at your own risk.

Presented by Lakin McCarthy Entertainment

T H E AT R E

WA L K O F
SHAME
14 April, 8pm
£18–£12.50

Created by Eleanor Conway
Photo credit Jamie Rowan

Introducing Walk of Shame – the
critically acclaimed debut show
from Eleanor Conway about sex,
sobriety and the modern addict that
lies within us all. Ferocious clubber
Eleanor has always been a woman
of extremes; she partied around the
world as a music journalist, ran off
to Asia to work for the Triads and
Tinder’d her way through most of
London. Now sober from alcohol
and substances, she’s failing to find
moderation and meaning.
After two sell-out Edinburgh
Festival runs, an award nomination
and a sell-out tour earlier in the
year, Eleanor Conway is extending
her tour into the Autumn. Catch it at
the MAC for one night only.

“Women are each other’s human wonder
bras – uplifting, supportive and making
each other look bigger and better.”
Kathy Lette

T H E AT R E

The play everyone remembers,
from the decade fashion forgot.
14 April - 5 May, 7.45pm & 2.30pm
£25–£12.50
Signed & Audio Described Show
Wednesday 25 April, 7.45pm

Abigail’s Party is one of the
most iconic stage plays of the
20th century, thanks partly to
its legendary 1977 ‘Play for
Today’ production on BBC1.
From a time when the height of
urban sophistication was cheese
and pineapple on a stick, served
nonchalantly on a Lazy Susan,
comes a tragi-comedy about social
climbing, prejudice and fear of not
doing ‘the done thing’.
The writer and director Mike Leigh
called his play “both a celebration
and a lamentation of how we are”,

because this isn’t just a play about
1970s Britain, it’s a peek into the
frustrations and struggles endured
by everyone who has ever floundered
and grasped their way through life,
attempting to ensure everything
about them and around them is ‘the
done thing’.
The MAC is proud to be producing
Mike Leigh’s version of the play,
including ‘traverse staging’ that
means the audience will feel like
they’ve been invited to the party as
well. Which, of course, you have.
Produced by the MAC

T H E AT R E

BUBBLE SHOW
WITH MINI
MILKSHAKE
28 April, 2pm
29 April, 11am & 2pm
£7 (child), £18 - £12.50 (adult)
Award-nominated (Fringe
World Perth) Dr Bubble and
Milkshake present a new bubble
story about sharing. Filled with
beautiful bubble sculptures
leading up to the spectacular
million bubble finale.

For kids
age 3+

T H E AT R E

The Spectator

T H E AT R E

BUBBLE SHOW:
F O R A D U LT S
O N LY

BIN LADEN:
THE ONE MAN
SHOW

28 April, 8pm
£18–£12.50
Professional bubble artists and
physical performers, Kurt Murray
and Lulia Benze, bound across
the stage, illustrating their
real-life sex and relationship
dilemmas for your amusement.
Every bubble trick in the book is
demonstrated in the naughtiest
way possible.

“A deeply uncomfortable and deeply
dramatic piece of magicianship.”

20–21 April, 8pm
£18–£12.50

Age
Guidance
18+

Presented by Royal Exchange Support
Artists, Knaïve Theatre
Performed/Co-Written by Sam Redway
Directed/Co-Written by Tyrrell Jones

“Tonight, Ladies and Gentlemen, I
am going to show you how to change
the world.”
The world’s most notorious terrorist
tells his remarkable, provocative,
multi-award winning story. After a
critically acclaimed USA tour, this
incendiary, intelligent show provides
a fresh perspective, creating a space
for dialogue within the unthinkable.
Bin Laden questions its audience. It
sensitively asks them to re-examine
their thoughts and feelings on the Bin
Laden myth and so look again at the
causes of and possible solutions to
the Middle Eastern conflict.

T H E AT R E

IT’S GETTING
HARDER AND
HARDER FOR ME
3–4 May, 8pm
£18–£12.50

Written by the award-winning creative
duo Alice Malseed and Sarah Baxter
(Jellyfish/ Out to Lunch 2016)

T H E AT R E

PA L M Y R A
5 May, 8pm
£18–£12.50

Co-created & performed by
Bertrand Lesca & Nasi Voutsas
Dramaturgy by Louise Stephens
Lighting by Jo Palmer

Ormeau Bridge, Belfast, on a
Friday evening.
It’s hard to keep going and these
women are on the edge.
A lyrical punch in the gut.
A three hander for the city’s
forgotten.

On sale now
themaclive.com

It’s Getting Harder And Harder For
Me builds and unravels to tell the
interwoven stories of three women
living on the Ormeau Road.
The bold and exciting production
exploring contemporary social
issues is brought to life by three
powerful, funny and moving female
performances.

Voted no. 3 in The Guardian’s top
theatre of 2017, PALMYRA is a
brilliantly conceived exploration
of revenge and the politics of
destruction, inviting people to
step back from the news and look
at what lies beneath, and beyond,
civilisation.
Following an extended,
unanimously-acclaimed run at the
Edinburgh Fringe, and touring Spain
with Best of BE 2017, Bert & Nasi’s
Total Theatre award-winning, ****
(The Stage), “viciously funny” (The
Guardian) piece arrives at the MAC
this May.

“it could be seen as a show about the
west’s inability to take action in Syria,
but equally read as a metaphor for a
personal relationship breakdown.”
Lyn Gardner, The Guardian

T H E AT R E

MAN IN THE
MOON
8–12 May, 7.45pm & 2.30pm
£25–£12.50

Presented by Brassneck Theatre Company
in association with The Balloon Factory
Written by Pearse Elliott

DANCE

C L OW N S BY
SHECHTER II
17–19 May, 7.45pm
£25–£12.50

Produced by Hofesh Shechter Company
Commissioned by NDT (2016)
Produced in association with HOME
Manchester and Lyric Theatre
Hammersmith

Sean Doran hasn’t had the best of
luck. He’s been sacked from his job,
his girlfriend has left him, taken
their child and he’s back living in
his ma’s house. If this kid bought
a duck, it would drown. Alone with
a carryout at the Half Moon Lake,
Sean tries to make sense of it all.
Over the course of one night, he
takes us on a soul-searching journey
through life, love and death, via his
past, present and future.

On sale now
themaclive.com

A hilarious rollercoaster with a
dark twist, Man In The Moon is the
tender story of one man’s resolve to
overcome everything that life has to
throw at him.

Hofesh Shechter is an
internationally-acclaimed
choreographer, whose landmark
pieces include Political Mother and
2017’s Grand Finale.
We’re pleased to announce that
Shechter now brings his unique,
high-energy piece Clowns to the
MAC for the first time. A blackly
comic portrayal of a group of
anarchic clowns with razor-sharp
lighting and a pulsating score.
Shechter’s work has the energy of
a rock gig combined with beautiful,
moving choreography.

“…one of the British dance
scene’s hottest properties, the
creator of works that are full of
raw, visceral energy.”
New York Times

On sale now
themaclive.com

T H E AT R E

BRIGHT
COLOURS
O N LY
16–19 May, 8pm
£18–£12.50

After more than a decade pushing
up the daisies, Pauline Goldsmith
resurrects her legendary,
quintessential Irish wake, celebrating
the struggle to be ourselves in life…
and in death. With tea, plenty of
sympathy and a good drop of the hard
stuff, sit back and enjoy a dram at this
wickedly funny funeral.
After her sell-out run at last year’s
Edinburgh Fringe, the Stage Best
Actress award winner returns in this
hilarious and heartfelt journey to the
edge of oblivion. Warning: This show
is only suitable for people dying to live.

Presented by Pauline Goldsmith
and Marshall Cordell

T H E AT R E

OFFSIDE
24–26 May, 8pm
£18–£12.50

Written by Sabrina Mahfouz and Hollie McNish
Directed by Caroline Bryant

3 Centuries. 1 Goal. A glorious
tale of struggle and sweat. Heart
thumping with oxygenised blood,
adrenalin flooding every little bit of
me, and every little bit of me is every
little bit of the field in front of me.
It is 1892. It is 1921. It is 2018. Four
women from across the centuries
live, breathe, and play football.
Whilst each of them face very
different obstacles, the possibility
that the beautiful game will change
their futures - and the world – is
tantalisingly close. Offside is told
through lyrical dialogue, poetry, and
punchy prose, placing the audience
on the touchline of the game of a
lifetime.

T H E AT R E

THE
N AT U R E O F
FORGETTING
31 May–3 June, 7.45pm
£25–£12.50

Following a sell-out run at the 2017
London International Mime Festival,
Latitude and the Edinburgh Fringe,
Theatre RE presents a powerful,
explosive and joyous piece about
what is left when memory is gone.
Tom is 55, today. As he dresses
for his party, tangled threads of
disappearing memories spark
him into life, unravelling as a tale
of friendship, love and guilt. A
poignant show that examines
fragile human conditions.

“Profoundly moving... An actionpacked celebration of life”
Front Row - BBC Radio 4, John Wilson

Conceived & Directed by Guillaume Pigé
Devised by Theatre RE

T H E AT R E

MAEVE
BINCHY’S
MINDING
FRANKIE
6–10 June, 7.45pm
£25–£12.50

Directed by Peter Sheridan
Starring Steve Blount and Clare Barrett

Noel Lynch is struggling with an
alcohol addiction when he gets a call
from Stella, a girlfriend with whom
he shared a drunken weekend. Stella
is having Noel’s child; she is also
dying from cancer and Noel must
raise their daughter, Frankie. In order
to prevail, Noel must prove that he
can fill a woman’s shoes, break all
the stereotypes, and become the
best mother that he can be.
Minding Frankie is a family love story
by one of Ireland’s most popular
writers Maeve Binchy. Full of her
trademark wisdom, warmth, and
humour, the hugely popular novel
has now been adapted for the stage.

On sale now
themaclive.com

ART

L I N D S AY
SEERS: EVERY
THOUGHT
T H AT E V E R
WA S
3 May – 29 July
Upper Gallery

Free
10am–7pm, daily

An ambitious moving image
installation by artist Lindsay Seers,
exploring human consciousness,
artificial intelligence and the
schizophrenic mind.
Seers considers historical
representations of schizophrenia
and contemporary insights into
the condition achieved through the
use of virtual reality. Employing
robotically choreographed
projection screens which move
within the gallery space, Seers’
work presents schizophrenia as an
extraordinary brain phenomenon
that reveals profoundly different
experiences.

ART

THE
FR AGMENTED
MIND
3 May – 29 July
Tall Gallery

Free
10am–7pm, daily

The Fragmented Mind takes the dual
form of an art exhibition and an open
civic forum, examining perceptions
and experiences of mental illness and
the current state of mental health
provision in Northern Ireland.
This multi-faceted project draws
connections between art practice,
mental health research and lived
experience through an extensive
programme of talks, tours, workshops
and training events.
Check our website for further
information on programmed talks,
training and events.
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AT A GL ANCE
Tear out our handy season snapshot
and keep an eye on what’s coming up.

M AC BY N U M B E R S

For a full round-up of everything that’s going
on at the MAC or to book, visit themaclive.com
Downstairs
February

1-3 Feb
The Love-Hungry
Farmer

March

22 AWARDS WON

April

25 Mar
Kathy Lette: Girls’
Night Out

14 April - 5 May
Abigail’s Party

16,742 HOURS DELIVERED BY
100 MACTIVIST VOLUNTEERS

6 - 11 Feb
EdgeFest:
The Man Who Fell To
Pieces
15 Feb - 3 Mar
EdgeFest:
Every Day I Wake Up
Hopeful

Galleries
All Galleries
25 Jan - 22 April
Gilbert & George:
SCAPEGOATING
PICTURES
for Belfast

16 Feb - 3 Mar
EdgeFest:
East Belfast Boy
17, 24, 25 Feb & 3 Mar
EdgeFest: Prime Cut
Double Bill

14 April
Walk of Shame
20 - 21 April
Bin Laden: The One
Man Show
28 April
The Bubble Show:
(For Adults Only)
28 - 29 April
Bubble Show with
Mini Milkshake

You can stick the MAC...anywhere you like.
But we suggest on your fridge or in your bag.

133,432 PEOPLE TOOK
PART IN SCHOOLS AND
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

6 Mar
Mark Thomas:
Showtime From The
Front Line
21 - 22 Mar
COAL

1.5 MILLION VISITORS
AND COUNTING

£149,305 DISCOUNTS
TO COMMUNITY AND
SCHOOLS’ TICKETS

31 Jan - 4 Feb
Date Show
(Meet in MAC Foyer)

Upstairs

May

8 - 12 May
Man In The Moon
17 - 19 May
Clowns by Shechter II
31 May - 3 June
The Nature of
Forgetting

3 - 4 May
It’s Getting Harder and
Harder for Me
5 May
PALMYRA

6 - 10 June
Maeve Binchy’s
Minding Frankie

3 May - 29 July
Lindsay Seers: Every
Thought That Ever Was

16 - 19 May
Bright Colours Only
24 - 26 May
Offside

June

Upper Gallery

Tall Gallery
3 May - 29 July
The Fragmented Mind

Our
Reviews

Open for breakfast, lunch
and pre-theatre dining.
Showcasing the finest
of local produce.

WE LOVE TO HEAR HOW YOU ENJOYED
YOUR VISIT, USE #MACMOMENTS
TO SEND US YOUR REVIEWS.

“...much more than what
I thought it was going
to be. Would highly
recommend and will
definitely be back.”

Customer on Twitter

Facebook 5 Star review

“The MAC is an unusual
venue but perfectly
suited to the more
modern interpretations
of works being hosted
there. Great staff and
excellent facilities.
Highly recommended.”
Facebook 5 Star review

To book a table, please email
native@themaclive.com or call (0)28 9023 5053

“Feel very privileged to
have such a theatre in my
home town.”

“I’d definitely
recommend the MAC
to anyone looking for
a cultural experience,
whether it’s an
exhibition or theatre
performance.”
Customer on TripAdvisor

Come and join our
MACtivist team
It’s all happening at the MAC
in 2018, kicking off with the
exhilarating and thought-provoking
Gilbert & George exhibition,
and with lots of activities taking
place 363 days a year. We would
love you to be a part of it.
MACtivists (MAC volunteers)
are at the heart of the MAC.
We welcome volunteers from
all walks of life, whatever their
reason may be. Some want to learn
new skills, whilst others have a
passion for art and live theatre.
If you are interested in joining our
MACtivist team, call us on
028 9023 5053 or apply at
www.themaclive.com/
about-us/volunteer

Access Information:
To download a large print
or audio version of this
brochure visit themaclive.com

Registered charity number: NIC100808.
Details correct at time of going to print.

